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A mini… survey 

https://forms.gle/bzitBy34Doq9aGfK8

https://forms.gle/bzitBy34Doq9aGfK8
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Learning objectives

Goal:
provide participants with a foundation in sampling, item development, instrument design, and survey 
administration that would allow them to conduct a survey/be aware of the issues to consider in the 
design and implementation of a survey.

Learning objectives are to:

1. Critically evaluate surveys as a research tool in the health sciences

2. Understand logic and process of conducting surveys

3. Design a survey sampling plan

4. Design a survey instrument and choose a mode of administration

5. Understand logistic, ethical and organisational aspects in implementing a survey plan 
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a data 
analysis 
course

What this course is not

a 
statistics 
course

● we assume you understand the fundamental statistical concepts (such 
a statistics, estimate, precision…) but not that you are a statistician.

● we will also present some fundamental aspects that need to be taken 
into account when analysing survey data, but we will not discuss 
details of survey data analysis.

● however, this is not to imply that statistics is not important in planning 
and analysis of survey data. On the contrary, it is so important that it 
deserves a specific treatment (and a statistical background). 

● we will discuss the statistical concepts behind sample size calculation, 
with practical examples in simple cases, but not for more complex 
cases.

● Except for simple cases, you need to consult a statistician when 
planning a survey. 
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Structure

Reading, 
pre-reading

In-class exercises, 
discussion

Presentations Virtual surveys
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Readings, pre-readings

https://library.sun.ac.za/en-za/Pages/Home.aspx

● Textbook

● SUNLearn (references, copies when 
allowed)

● Physical copies for in-class exercises

● SU Library

Johnson TP. Handbook of health survey 
methods. John Wiley & Sons; 2015. 

Groves RM, Fowler Jr FJ, 
Couper MP, Lepkowski
JM, Singer E, Tourangeau 
R. Survey methodology. 
John Wiley & Sons; 2009. 

2 versions at SU 
(2004,2009)

Aday L, Cornelius L. Designing and 
conducting health surveys: a 
comprehensive guide. 3rd ed. Jossey-
Bass; 2006. 
3 versions at SU (1989,1996, 2006)

https://library.sun.ac.za/en-za/Pages/Home.aspx
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• What is a survey?

• What differentiate a survey from other research methods?

• Which kind of data collection tools do surveys use?

• What is the role of theory in the survey process?

Summary questions
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SurveyLab?

A virtual environment for 
teaching survey methods 
and real-world data 
analysis

www.surveylab.sun.ac.za

http://www.surveylab.sun.ac.za/
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Schedule

tba

● The scope of survey research
● Surveys in health research
● Formalising the survey process 

● Target population, study population and sampling
● Sampling strategies

● Power, precision and sample size
● Quantifying theoretical constructs
● Data collection tools

● Non-response bias
● Modes of administration
● Beyond questionnaires
● Qualitative methods in survey research
● Fieldwork

● Data management
● Data analysis & reporting
● Ethical Aspects
● Privacy and the POPI act
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Assessment

Assignment 2
 01/09/2022
 06/10/2022

Assignment 1
 18/08/2022
 15/09/2022

Take-home exam
 tbd

h: 8:00
 tbd+1

h: 8:00
50%

25%

25%

4 weeks

5 weeks

24 hours
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Content of assignments and exam

● Critical evaluation of a survey report 
according to the TSE framework

● Build your own survey protocol

● A mix of multiple choice questions, 
open ended questions and exercises.

A1

A2

EXAM
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● Release and submission on SUNLean

● Deadlines are strict (i.e. the systems 
won’t allow submission after the 
deadline)

● 10%/day penalty for late submission 

Note:
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Your work

https://libguides.sun.ac.za/c.php?g=742962&p=5316901

https://libguides.sun.ac.za/c.php?g=742962&p=5316901
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Thank you
Annibale Cois, 

Education Building, 4th floor, Room 4060B 

acois@sun.ac.za

mailto:acois@sun.ac.za
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